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District 113 studying options for a worry-
free winter break

By KAREN BERKOWITZ L 4 [ £] (ad

Township High School District 113 is looking at school calendar options that

would enable students to complete first semester final exams prior to winter
break.

As it currently stands, students at Highland Park and Deerfield high schools
have end-of-semester projects and final exams hanging over their heads during
the two-week winter recess in late December and early January.

Last fall, Superintendent Christopher Dignam convened a District 113 Calendar
Committee to examine possible calendar changes that would move the end of the
first semester up to late December.

Highland Park High School Principal Tom Koulentes, who chairs the committee,
said earlier this month that the committee expects to complete its report to the
superintendent by the end of January.

The committee has been surveying staff, students and parents about their
calendar preferences. The most recent survey this month asked respondents’
likes and dislikes about three calendar options for likes and dislikes about three
calendar options for the 2018-19 school year. Those options include a traditional
calendar and two options that would shift the end of first semester to December.



The traditional calendar would have students starting the 2018 school year on
Aug. 22. The last day of classes before winter recess would be Dec. 21. Students
would return to school Jan. 7 and final exams would start on Jan. 15.

Under the traditional calendar, the last day of classes for seniors would be May
13 with graduation ceremonies expected to take place around May 22 and May
23. For other students, second semester final exams would start around June 3
and the last day of attendance would be June 7 if no snow or other emergency
days are used.

Under one alternative, students would start the school year earlier in August —
on Aug. 13 — and end the year May 24, the Friday before the Memorial Day
holiday. For seniors, the last day of school would be May 6.

The other approach would maintain the August starting dates of the traditional
calendar, but divide the school year into uneven semesters so first semester
would end prior to winter recess. For all students except seniors, the second
semester would consist of 96 school days, or 15 more days than first semester.
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