


When Christopher Dignam needed a yardstick to measure the school he led the last 
three years, he made Deerfield High School his standard — and he will now be its 
new principal.

Dignam was selected to become Deerfield's principal effective July 1 by the District 
113 Board of Education during a special meeting of the board at Highland Park 
High School Feb. 18.

While serving as principal at Chicago's Lane Tech College Prep High School for the 
last three years, Dignam said he was constantly aware of Deerfield's reputation as 
one of the state's top institutions.

"As I looked at academic performance and extracurricular activities Deerfield is the 
school I measured Lane Tech against and I looked at this as the place to be," 
Dignam said. "The culture at Deerfield High School and the 113 community are a 
wonderful place to be."

As the principal of the selective enrollment school in Chicago, Dignam will be 
bringing something else to Deerfield. He will transport the know-how he developed 
at a specialized institution to help all of his new students with their future.

Two years ago, Deerfield was ranked the state's top general enrollment public high 
school by U.S. News & World Report, slipping to number two last year. Rated 
higher overall were several selective enrollment schools from Chicago, though not 
Lane Tech.

Dignam believes utilizing guidance counselors and other resources around the 
school will improve the students' ability to gain admission to the best possible 
colleges.

"We want the guidance counselors to meet representatives of the colleges," Dignam 
said. "We want college matching and college choice. Are you offering what the top 
tier schools want? If it's different we want to know that."






