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Alpha Program proves tougher than expected

By Caitlyn Kolakowski

Getting into a selective enrollment school, like Lane, is a triumph in itself, but for a select few they receive an invitation to be a part of the
Alpha program as well.

Only about 55 students were selected out of the class of ‘11, about 105 students from the ‘12 class, and about 85 for the class of ‘13.
For Alpha students many difficulties come with the honor of being accepted.

“I was told it was just about science fair but it is a lot more than that. We have more AP classes that are mandatory,” said Sarah Hanses, Div.
266, "l also think that high school in general turned out harder than we thought.”

“I found it to be a lot more challenging than | originally thought it would be. | didn’t expect us to spend so much time on science fair and not
only that, but | didn’t realize how hard we'd have to work on each part of it,” said Fatima Sabanovic, Div. 278, “I didn’t expect there to be an
experiment, board, and 30 page paper. | didn't think science fair would be taken as seriously as it is.”

In addition, students in the program, find it hard to balance the science fair with other classes in the curriculum.

“It is hard when it is science fair time and you have an AP US History folder due. Then you have to stay up all night long and it's not right
that you can text people at four in the morning because you know they are up,’ said Hanses.

“I remember pulling many all nighters during the school year just to get all my work done,” said Joanna Buksa, Div. 171, “Basically if you are
in Alpha, you are going to be sleep deprived most of your time, especially around deadlines because they come really fast”

The small class sizes that the Alpha Program consists of also prove to be a disadvantage for students due to the cohort component of
Alpha. These cohort classes mean that students of the program go to their english, science, and math classes all together everyday. This set
up encourages these students in the same programto work together.

“You don't get to meet many new people because you have the same kids in most of the classes, and you can not really take electives
because you have to stick with the alpha classes,’ said Buksa.

“One of the disadvantages is that you see the same people and you basically only have two differentclasses,’ said Hanses, “You know
everyone. We are missing out on the highschool experience.”’

On the other hand, students admit the advantages of these rigorous classes as well.

“The advantage of the Alpha program is that we get to work together to solve problems,” said Saad Khan, Div. 261, “And also we are learing
through experience.”

“I like that it looks good for college and | like how close you become with all the other Alpha students,” said Sabanovic.
“You learn a lot and become closer with your teachers,’ said Hanses.

“Doing the science fair looks really good on your transcripts and if you do well on your science fair, you may qualify for many scholarships
and money prizes,’ said Buksa.

Although there was an old Alpha program that was around before this new program it had been discontinued in the year of 06/07 because
enrollment went down.











